
10/23/2020 Paris climate summit: UN negotiations 'need redesign' - BBC News

https://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-34489266 1/7

ADVERTISEMENT

Paris climate summit: UN negotiations 'need
redesign'
By Rebecca Morelle
Science Correspondent, BBC News

11 October 2015

Climate change

Scientists say the climate summit in Paris is too focussed on self interest

The UN climate negotiations are heading for failure and need a major
redesign if they are to succeed, scientists say.
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The pledges that individual countries are offering ahead of the Paris climate
summit in December are too entrenched in self interest instead of being
focussed on a common goal.

The researchers say the science of cooperation is being ignored.

Instead, they say the negotiations should focus on a common commitment on
the global price of carbon.

This means countries would agree on a uniform charge for carbon pollution, a
scheme that would encourage polluters to reduce their emissions.

The comments from researchers at the University of Cambridge, UK,
University of Maryland, US, and University of Cologne, in Germany, are
published in the journal Nature.

'I will, if you will'

Ahead of December's United Nations climate meeting, individual countries
have submitted their plans for cutting greenhouse gas emissions. These are
called Intended Nationally Determined Contributions - or INDCs.

However, the researchers say that this approach will not work.

Prof David MacKay, from the University of Cambridge, who was former chief
scientific advisor to Britain's Department of Energy and Climate Change
(DECC), said: "The science of cooperation predicts that if all you are doing is
naming individual contributions - offers that aren't coupled to each other -
then you'll end up with a relatively poor outcome.

"We have the history of the Kyoto agreement as an example of this. Initially,
the approach was to find a common commitment, but eventually it descended
into a patchwork of individual commitments... and that led to very weak
commitments and several countries leaving the process."

The Paris negotiations, he warned, were heading in the same direction.

Instead, the researchers say, a reciprocal approach could transform the
meeting.

"If you make a treaty that is based on reciprocity, so 'I will, if you will' and 'I
won't, if you won't', then you can end up in a very different position," explained
Prof MacKay.

"If people make a common commitment that they will match what others do,
then it becomes in your self interest to advocate a high level of action because
it will apply not only to you but also to others."

http://unfccc.int/focus/indc_portal/items/8766.php
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The scientists say setting an agreed global charge for carbon emissions

The scientists believe that setting a common price for carbon, which could be
implemented through carbon tax or emissions trading schemes, could work.

Prof MacKay said: "This is a price that could be negotiated and agreed, and
would apply to all countries."

The researchers admit that with the Paris climate conference just weeks away
and the fact that global carbon pricing is not already on the table, their idea is
unlikely to have much influence.

However, they say the science of cooperation should be taken into account for
future negotiations.

Commenting on the paper, Bob Ward from the Grantham Research Institute
on Climate Change and the Environment, said: "This is a thoughtful
contribution but rather too pessimistic about the United Nations climate
change negotiations.

"The authors are right that a global price on carbon is necessary, although it
would be, on its own, insufficient to generate the pace and scale of action
required."

Follow Rebecca on Twitter.

Related Topics

Environment Climate change

More on this story

THINKSTOCK

UN battle looms over finance as nations submit climate plans

2 October 2015

India's 'ambitious' pledge to slow emissions rise

2 October 2015

Paris climate summit: Don't mention Copenhagen

16 September 2015

Real deal or meal deal? Will new climate treaty be a 'nothing burger'?

8 September 2015

Carbon credits undercut climate change actions says report

https://twitter.com/rebeccamorelle
https://www.bbc.com/news/topics/cnx753jenyjt
https://www.bbc.com/news/topics/cmj34zmwm1zt
https://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-34412647
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-india-34424930
https://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-34274461
https://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-34175257
https://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-34042115


10/23/2020 Paris climate summit: UN negotiations 'need redesign' - BBC News

https://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-34489266 4/7

Top Stories

ADVERTISEMENT

Features

25 August 2015

Biden promises free vaccine as Trump renews attack

Joe Biden outlines how he will tackle Covid-19 as President Trump goes on the attack at a Florida rally.

1 day ago

Trump v Biden: 10 claims fact-checked

17 hours ago

The Countdown: President Ariana and astronauts vote

5 hours ago

https://www.bbc.com/privacy/cookies/international/
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CNkKBT1mTX-mFCubb_AOOkobICsPw05Ffm8i7jaIM3cvts7UPEAEggqOkIGDJltGGgICgGaABrv2J_gLIAQLgAgCoAwHIAwiqBIYCT9BphilfwqKU3YEcnlFR-leAngWH0-ovlBfHc4RbJaY7OS5sJM-Igkzx59xRzi0gFK7yuJSs7O_wqmQZIln9FJWLnxId5TiFRCd7dO0vQfYxU6sQpT3bqfPjshGPmF6lKayDMQTDbjBiii8HWKaAs_7iQQQMitSyw-lNBnGltihKIHWq9b0r82JCXXDp_-z78EMLQvpt9op0NneuxmqIGFxrjh7BBXKg3bBihoncBGYJqomNjpmAmaQme0FSMpmcu3XBuIMo8RCX35Qh05AxTHdEX0F5lHEaU3Ehk5AgPBIHc_h7Ju4b_mYcDQaxN8CvJV63l6Lkx3KRoJdbFLqyeJM5hV_zhcAEr7_8vY8D4AQBoAYCgAe6gvaBAagHjs4bqAfVyRuoB5PYG6gHugaoB_DZG6gH8tkbqAemvhuoB-zVG6gH89EbqAfs1RuoB5bYG6gHwtob2AcB0ggJCIDhgGAQARgdsQkKZ9TThEi3x4AKA5gLAcgLAdgTDQ&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASPeRo-XHptre8wZC7JCKmjs7L8PIPkNShBRlJzKpLQVRxpe6KDVoKekpwLGk5DVeWlSXSue3R50KBeiyk7vo&sig=AOD64_03TWD9f3MG0EHmmzPhftnvQVEIvA&client=ca-pub-2855034486820621&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&nb=2&adurl=https://www.johnmuirhealth.com/berkeley%3Fcontentblock%3Durgent-care%26cid%3Dpddsp:bopc-uc-fall-2020:google%26https://www.johnmuirhealth.com/berkeley%3Fcontentblock%3Durgent-care%26cid%3Dpddsp:bopc-uc-fall-2020:google%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIqemA7OHL7AIV5i1_Ch0OiQGpEAEYASAAEgIla_D_BwE
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?reasons=-Ac7fti5O4hbYG8fTpd_S1wePzbNgFPZ2NF4RJnCYbKIfkYQ1kQIy9tswjnXXHc-8etMpOj22WY7S2qyXiVXRRKWINMyBAbAhEqKX-7coeDu6p8s3irTFWxaDdgvL17pMKGJycUGgJ61VjrYDCsAMqP-M0FoFaAlGhUgQB5mxoDLQGVA0XPMte0gYOjndJ2AltUAtuCHJPh6mDMxYIkXpeeVf5rYs3vBndI3TzOR7EVhXH2G9MwxIR365sCwEOxkHsPH9j1nE5ncjPziRCyWuderXkI6sKuq5OFkquzbB3lTDQL3lWw,lNeDGdmdd07iKu-jH35jeg&source=display
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?reasons=-Ac7fti5O4hbYG8fTpd_S1wePzbNgFPZ2NF4RJnCYbKIfkYQ1kQIy9tswjnXXHc-8etMpOj22WY7S2qyXiVXRRKWINMyBAbAhEqKX-7coeDu6p8s3irTFWxaDdgvL17pMKGJycUGgJ61VjrYDCsAMqP-M0FoFaAlGhUgQB5mxoDLQGVA0XPMte0gYOjndJ2AltUAtuCHJPh6mDMxYIkXpeeVf5rYs3vBndI3TzOR7EVhXH2G9MwxIR365sCwEOxkHsPH9j1nE5ncjPziRCyWuderXkI6sKuq5OFkquzbB3lTDQL3lWw,lNeDGdmdd07iKu-jH35jeg&source=display
https://www.bbc.com/news/live/election-us-2020-54630565
https://www.bbc.com/news/election-us-2020-54645608
https://www.bbc.com/news/election-us-2020-54662508


10/23/2020 Paris climate summit: UN negotiations 'need redesign' - BBC News

https://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-34489266 5/7

Brothers play tabla to the BBC theme tune Composer with dementia meets students he
inspired

'The most wholesome thing on the internet' Drive-in movie bogged down by lockdown loos

Why Nigerian protesters are upset with Beyoncé Africa's top shots: Sunrise, ballots and bullets

Inside Europeʼs most infected area Lockdown: 'I cycled every street in my 5km
radius'

The Covid doctor whose dance video went viral

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-54668828
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-54653205
https://www.bbc.com/news/newsbeat-54646324
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-england-merseyside-54660888
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-54643210
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-54644534
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-54650791
https://www.bbc.com/news/54626043
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-india-54630863


10/23/2020 Paris climate summit: UN negotiations 'need redesign' - BBC News

https://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-34489266 6/7

Most Read

ADVERTISEMENT

ADVERTISEMENT

BBC News Services

On your mobile

On smart speakers

Get news alerts

US President Donald Trump at debate: Look at India. The air is filthy 1

Kristen Welker: Presidential debate moderator was 'clear winner' on social media 2

The Countdown: Ariana Grande and early voting for astronauts 3

US election 2020 polls: Who is ahead - Trump or Biden? 4

Presidential debate 2020: Trump and Biden final debate fact-checked 5

Virus to stay 'at least until next summer' - Macron 6

Presidential debate 2020: Voters react to final Trump-Biden clash 7

The apps promising to improve your sex life 8

Poland abortion ruling: Protests spread across the country 9

Syria conflict: Hundreds mourn assassinated Damascus mui 10

https://www.bbc.com/privacy/cookies/international/
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CdnxHT1mTX-qFCubb_AOOkobICsPw05Ff-8a7jaIM3cvts7UPEAEggqOkIGDJltGGgICgGaABrv2J_gLIAQLgAgCoAwHIAwiqBIYCT9Dk4BjLT-3Pjava6kbsqpZKNT_3FsLOtN2kdH9Bg-AQFw23Ll3Djo3FcuOT7eLhXRtR3JQ2IDEAtIaq-8LdkKBoAviILfyzgJZOJ9400KULSgGWtr6q4VeuXF562-pfDVku3U687M8Zez_slUjJusgCxBrGlM1vThoN2ewvUVMxCl-COw1zopaDt-tJpyWztoHqYxgjMBCQD2U3jL8Xl8ZHqOl9j2iIx36TUka2Piau2qCgnpkc6k92pyKf7ZN0NZAPdV_s2oUAUP5XlBQuIbcOWw_RR2gtS7c5xgVp2ZvzjSvqb7VM5_91UOASpHGB1sVvu8M8tqytZJqvssIm7ypsyT4j-8AEr7_8vY8D4AQBoAYCgAe6gvaBAagHjs4bqAfVyRuoB5PYG6gHugaoB_DZG6gH8tkbqAemvhuoB-zVG6gH89EbqAfs1RuoB5bYG6gHwtob2AcB0ggJCIDhgGAQARgdsQkKZ9TThEi3x4AKA5gLAcgLAdgTDQ&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASPeRoR4CoE6SSjhD2EQoBLLOrp5p9HnIMZtNxEYEgX71_gdTzap9UGsGgjowpXyxSqSGU1QNrhcHSLNBT3r4&sig=AOD64_0C9s5VkbCNnpdUtKm3v7asyOq2rQ&client=ca-pub-2855034486820621&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&nb=2&adurl=https://www.johnmuirhealth.com/berkeley%3Fcontentblock%3Durgent-care%26cid%3Dpddsp:bopc-uc-fall-2020:google%26https://www.johnmuirhealth.com/berkeley%3Fcontentblock%3Durgent-care%26cid%3Dpddsp:bopc-uc-fall-2020:google%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIqumA7OHL7AIV5i1_Ch0OiQGpEAEYASAAEgJ_AfD_BwE
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?reasons=_hPMFT_ZocQ3uKXbkCnXl9UCgspkLxFMSDrZOKWyk8JSRHzyVdoYQT3wKl8TGyGzfSGrUHhBPVW8oBQi7v1OYrGTehBrk11zIxoFkM6-9ja4ptlY5prFw6hmIsRKzZZFKROMAXM3Fod0MYyfv4C-W5gU2WHU7717tWoMtBAs0aA4sQTwKCtPBtswweRGHmUXqfL6RyMZLHEDiiUzj-5th5b4qYC6-oReDcucGdGS2WoVnsnG6hkb70vScwyvOM-4yJj6FPPKm8wBii98aNmlpOxTPwyeGXAWkmuQwJ0n8sdVV6ETearFvZ39252nuGl09nKrLAEpSIw,XTUiKK-Hwh5REobkRoJiJA&source=display
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?reasons=_hPMFT_ZocQ3uKXbkCnXl9UCgspkLxFMSDrZOKWyk8JSRHzyVdoYQT3wKl8TGyGzfSGrUHhBPVW8oBQi7v1OYrGTehBrk11zIxoFkM6-9ja4ptlY5prFw6hmIsRKzZZFKROMAXM3Fod0MYyfv4C-W5gU2WHU7717tWoMtBAs0aA4sQTwKCtPBtswweRGHmUXqfL6RyMZLHEDiiUzj-5th5b4qYC6-oReDcucGdGS2WoVnsnG6hkb70vScwyvOM-4yJj6FPPKm8wBii98aNmlpOxTPwyeGXAWkmuQwJ0n8sdVV6ETearFvZ39252nuGl09nKrLAEpSIw,XTUiKK-Hwh5REobkRoJiJA&source=display
https://www.bbc.com/privacy/cookies/international/
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CNzDAT1mTX-uFCubb_AOOkobICu_mvexfp9HZ5M0M65GGkowOEAEggqOkIGDJltGGgICgGaAB9euO-QLIAQLgAgCoAwHIAwiqBIwCT9B3baIOV8veKKzW-fppqhV-frrJIfPSAvblnjj9392WM3LCk_7m4Eqema61_Xn_amaaelBQQs2F05t3QoxVmFH9vvcoRAdM51vyuuzBmy2Yl6gy8d-R-vYXnDosrrRxyvNAWI_XVPoW4-fEOZKRPwbcUNRE8_7zTRKL579-q7Wkr_yld2Wqc214Splp6gf_F43-kRXGjemVwUWqoB84OBmTTUDU2ACu_POHBfk02sOuHlHqWOc3hlDf-kAi3o1GxQ9FcVjjuGz7_HZrgaL9Fpcsg3zF02XpexukkJzZiN8HybXl5gugmgXSk5AUCSmLNjq6Sc-JwMlO4lmxCRhPsc6VotI5GpOfUJz7_cAEqrGd254D4AQBoAYCgAf80ujBAagHjs4bqAfVyRuoB5PYG6gHugaoB_DZG6gH8tkbqAemvhuoB-zVG6gH89EbqAfs1RuoB5bYG6gHwtob2AcB0ggJCIDhgGAQARgdsQlkNquaGViTAYAKA5gLAcgLAdgTDA&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASPeRo8Hjj2LciXFgdWB7T7OeVS15NibCwDJGD1x8ttOIJl_ybSpPMGYLrCick7aDOdqErytrIrPVPmOIl0ow&sig=AOD64_1MeJ4zyEijz_e2DG4C-nd9Brkm9g&client=ca-pub-2855034486820621&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&nb=2&adurl=https://glp.search.yahoo.com/asi/1.html%3Fst%3Dhealth%2Binsurance%26hsimp%3Dyhs-g120a%26hspart%3Dyahoo%26aqt%3Dhealth%2Binsurance%26type%3Dhealthinsurance-mt-474216007896-dc
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?reasons=_-8aX5_dPGZpYW2bNpdz-lUROS1Zeik3TFaqz3S7EfC83hsFNMTWAq3yMklcLT2MfnRGDlFqA1BIwSOZqMwEyw9TS0SVeYiUu3s0uedY6O7c6c0vMIivuhSu-y74BG3d1sJ2gcj0wb_shkAYnWnBF4tjQPa1VhlqhaZouw9tc2bsMY0iFkyE2dH5opbocRUw,OiX5Md6dtlQlGv4oBf3R5w&source=display
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?reasons=_-8aX5_dPGZpYW2bNpdz-lUROS1Zeik3TFaqz3S7EfC83hsFNMTWAq3yMklcLT2MfnRGDlFqA1BIwSOZqMwEyw9TS0SVeYiUu3s0uedY6O7c6c0vMIivuhSu-y74BG3d1sJ2gcj0wb_shkAYnWnBF4tjQPa1VhlqhaZouw9tc2bsMY0iFkyE2dH5opbocRUw,OiX5Md6dtlQlGv4oBf3R5w&source=display
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/10628994
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/help-50068132
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/10628323
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/20039682
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-india-54656881
https://www.bbc.com/news/election-us-2020-54655482
https://www.bbc.com/news/election-us-2020-54662508
https://www.bbc.com/news/election-us-2020-53657174
https://www.bbc.com/news/election-us-2020-54645608
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-54669060
https://www.bbc.com/news/election-us-2020-54650688
https://www.bbc.com/news/business-54461969
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-54669257
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-54664825


10/23/2020 Paris climate summit: UN negotiations 'need redesign' - BBC News

https://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-34489266 7/7

Contact BBC News

Terms of Use About the BBC Privacy Policy Cookies Accessibility Help Parental Guidance Contact the BBC

Get Personalised Newsletters Why you can trust the BBC Advertise with us AdChoices / Do Not Sell My Info

© 2020 BBC. The BBC is not responsible for the content of external sites. Read about our approach to external linking.

Home

News

Sport

Reel

Worklife

Travel

Future

Culture

Music

TV

Weather

Sounds

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/20039682
https://www.bbc.co.uk/usingthebbc/terms
https://www.bbc.co.uk/aboutthebbc
https://www.bbc.co.uk/usingthebbc/privacy
https://www.bbc.co.uk/usingthebbc/cookies
https://www.bbc.co.uk/accessibility
https://www.bbc.co.uk/guidance
https://www.bbc.co.uk/contact
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bbcnewsletter
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/help-41670342
https://www.bbcglobalnews.com/home/
https://www.bbc.com/usingthebbc/cookies/how-can-i-change-my-bbc-cookie-settings/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/help/web/links/
https://www.bbc.com/
https://www.bbc.com/news
https://www.bbc.com/sport
https://www.bbc.com/reel
https://www.bbc.com/worklife
https://www.bbc.com/travel
https://www.bbc.com/future
https://www.bbc.com/culture
https://www.bbc.com/culture/music
https://www.bbc.co.uk/schedules/p00fzl9m
https://www.bbc.com/weather
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds

